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From the Editor’s Desk:

THEATRE INTERNATIONAL, EAST-WEST Perspectives on
Theatre: the title tells you where we are at. This is an international
journal-cum-Dramabook. In the constitution of its editorial Board, in
its wide-angle global readership, in its range and scope of subject
matter and focus, in its selection of experts and specialist writers
this publication caters to the frontierless international communitiy of
the Performing Arts and Artists.

This publication hopes to enrich the Indian theatre culture in
concrete ways—for the present dramatic culture lacks a creative
correlation between theory and praxis. Our connections and
involvement in University Performing Arts, Drama and Literature
Departments makes Theatre International favorably situated to bridge
the grey areas between pedagogy and performance. On the other
hand. theatre is ultimately performance. Hence papers and articles
on the productional aspects will find valuable place in all issues of 77.

Moreover, the realization that the theater cuts across both culture
and history is evident in the works of our avant-garde theatre thinkers.
The University Drama Departments have every access to and special
avenues of communication with theatre movements throughout India
and abroad. 77 is committed to the task of making the necessary
intercultural linkages and disseminating the available material to theatre
enthusiasts and professionals here. Likewise, 77can help make the
intelligentsia abroad aware of the Indian, Asian and African theatre
scene. Hence 77can serve as a medium and forum for international
cultural exchange.

Both our masthead and our readership include and span high-1Q
decision makers in the performing arts spread across the five
continents—University Faculty, members of Akademis and theater
ensembles , performing artists and intellectuals, the cultural avantgarde
of Europe, America and Asia. The contents of 77 will thus range
from Kathakali to Kabuki, from the Yakshagana to the Guerilla theatre,
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from the Peaking Opera to the performative processes of the African
folk traditions, from Tagore to T. S. Eliot, Shakespeare to Stanislavsky,
kafka to Karnad, reflecting and embodying the creative thrust of the

global theatre scene.
TThave and will publish Special Issues in future on Brecht, Tagore,
Folk theatre, Political theatre, Theatre and Film and of course, on

Shakespeare.

The Shakespeare Society of Eastern India, under whose aegis
TI is being published, has helped spearhead the new resurgence of
both academic and popular interest in Shakespeare that emerged
from the mid- seventies throughout Bengal and India. In this special
issue on Shakespeare we are presenting five incisive papers from
international Shakespeareans and eighteen insightful articles by
renowned scholars, academics and theatre professionals from India.
We are particularly thankful to our contributors and to Guenter Grass

for his long time association with and support for the Shakespeare
Society’s manifold activities.
We wish you all a very happy and productive 2013.

EDITORIALNOTE

[While all attempts have been made to acknowledge the cop yright holders
of the source materials used by the Editors, for any inadvertent infiingement
of copyright laws the authors of the papers published are solely responsible,
not the Editors or the Shakespeare Society of Eastern India or the Avantgarde

Press]
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