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Shakespeare Centre for Advanced Research,Rabindra Bharati University

Shakespeare Society of Eastern India & Tagore Gandhi Institute

Dear Friends/Members,

Greetings for the Cristmas Season and Wishing you a most wonderful New Year. Here is another volume
of our periodical Newsletter for you – reporting on our on-going Projects, on events, people, books and
happenings Shakespearean, Bardic and Rabindric. We bring you, our wonderful co-partners in this
adventurous voyage through life and culture, our continuing notes on Anandam and Education involving
Shakespeare lovers, academicians, enthusiasts, members and friends here in India and abroad. Happy
Reading!!

BRIEF REPORT AND RESUME OF THE ACTIVITIES AND PROGRAMMES (both at RBU and its Outreach
Programme) of the SHAKESPEARE CENTRE FOR ADVANCED RESEARCH during 2010 (April to December).

Major project was undertaken by Centre to focus on Dramaturgy of Shakespeare, Rabindranath and
Contemporary European theatre for the 150th and 447th Birth anniversaries of Tagore and Shakespeare.
The resultant programme @ the Jorasanko and Emerald Bower Campus showcased some dimensions of
this on-going research.

On May 11-12:

1. 2-day workshop conducted by the Director of the Centre on Performing Rabinndranath, Shakespeare
and Beckett (Waiting for Godot): Their Interrelated Dramaturgy (using both originals and Bangla/
English translations).

Nos. of participants over 55 inaugurated by Honorable V.C Prof. KarunaSindhu Das and Anup Motilal,
Secy., W.B. State Cultural Deptt. Reported  appreciatively in the media by e.g Times of India,
Ganashakti etc.

2. Interactive presentation on Songs and Music in Rabindranath and Shakespeare by Centre’s collaborator
the Shakespeare Choir: a research based performance using new dimensions and ideas on music in
the theatre.
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Total participants for 2 and 3 including audiences were over 400.

3. Inter-University Quiz (Education with entertainment programme) on Rabindranath’s Shakespeare
conducted by Director and Dr. Subir Dhar: 15 teams from Universities and colleges including RBU,
C.U., J.U., Baruipur Colleges and others participated.

OUTREACH PROGRAMMES:

Every year the Centre organizes Outreach Programmes where it collaborates with Colleges, Universities and
Educational/Cultural Institutions in Kolkata, in the state of West Bengal and other states (Sp. Of Eastern
India) to disseminate, popularize and explore the thoughts and works of Shakespeare and Tagore through
Seminars, performances, Music and Songs, Debates, Quizzes and Discussions.

In 2010 The Shakespeare Society’s and this Centre’s Outreach Programmes between April and November
were implemented through collaborations with

21/4/10  SHRI SHIKSHAYATAN COLLEGE, KOLKATA

1. One-day Seminar on Shakespeare in Bangla Translation: 1888-1930

2. Lecture-demonstration by Prof Subir Dhar on Renaissance Magic: Theory, History and praxis in
Shakespeare’s England (15th-17th Cent.)

3. An interactive Workshop-cum-training event on Music in Rabindranath and Shakespeare’s theatre by
The Shakespeare Choir with student participants from various colleges.

4. An inter-collegiate Quiz on Rabindranath and Shakespeare: Their life and times. Participants included
12 colleges and universities from Kolkata and Environs. Over 400 participants including students,
faculty and interested laypersons.

6/8/10  ONE-DAY SEMINAR AT CHAKDAH COLLEGE

1. The Centre presented an illustrated lecture-demonstration using video clips on Introducing the stage
and stagecraft of Rabindranath and Shakespeare: Fundamental Dimensions.

2. Lecture-demonstration by Director, Centre and President Shakespare Society on Tragic and Comic
dimensions in 2 plays of Rabindranath and Shakespeare (Sacrifice, Raktakarabi and Hamlet, Lear).

3. Music and song performances by Shakespeare Choir: a research-based Giti-Alekhya on Comparative
Perspective in Shakespeare and Tagore’s music and song (The tragic component).

10/8/10  Lecture by Director, Centre at Aliah University for M.A. students on classical Greek Aesthetic and
Philosophical theory in Shakespeare and Rabindranath.

22/9/10  at St.Xavier’s College, quiz presented by Director, Centre on Film; Rabindranath, Shakespeare,
Satyajit Ray and popular culture.

8/11/10  The Director, centre was invited to present an open lecture for 700 delegates on Globalization and
the global in Rabindranath’s Thought and work at the International Conference on Critical Theory and Work:
Text, History, culture organized by Banaras Hindu University(BHU) in collaboration with Sahitya Academy,
New Delhi and ICCR, New Delhi)

 6TH WORLD SHAKESPEARE CONFERENCE

AT KOLKATA 11-15 DECEMBER 2010 AT THE JORASANKO  CAMPUS, RBU

Theme - Shakespeare in the Land of Tagore.

The 6th World Shakespeare Conference at Kolkata organized jointly by The Shakespeare Centre for Advanced
Research, RBU and Shakespeare Society of Eastern India started off with the gala Great Shakespeare Walk
flagged off from JS campus on 11th afternoon. This colorful pageant involving delegates to the World
Conference from UK, Japan, Canada, Bangladesh,Lebanon and almost all the States of India, academicians,
educationists, teachers, actors, intellectuals, school and college students all in Shakespearian costumes
and striking masks with placards displaying quotes from the world’s greatest writers, with a 30- member
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Band in attendance, singing songs from Shakespeare and Rabindranath went on a consciousness-raising
cultural procession through the streets of Kolkata to the Nandan-Rabindra Sadan Cultural Complex. There
the processionists were feted by the W.B. State Police Band to mark this great occasion and the 500- strong
band of marchers garlanded the Bust of The Bard on Shakespeare Sarani, presented scenes and songs from
Shakespeare’s and Tagore’s plays (in English and Bangla) and transformed the heart of the city into a
carnival of colors, cultural performances and gaiety. The Great Shakespeare Walk started at 2:30pm and
reached its climax at the Nandan complex by 7:30pm.

The 6th World Shakespeare Conference was inaugurated by The Honorable Vice-Chancellor of the Rabindra-
Bharati University, Prof. Dr. Karunasindhu Das on 12/12 at 11:30am at the heritage site of the JS campus in
the Uday Sankar Hall jam-packed with over 300 delegates, dignitaries,  teachers and students. On the Dais
Dr. Das was flanked by His Excellency Mustafizur Rahman, The Dy. High Commissioner of Bangladesh in
Kolkata, Prof. K.R. Rahman, Vice-Chancellor, IBAIS University, Dhaka, Bangladesh, Prof. Dr. Antony Johae
(UK), Dr. Emi Hamama (Japan), Dr. S. Ramaswamy (USA), Emily Nixon (Canada), the Secy, SSEI S.K. Dhar & the
President WSC Prof. Amitava Roy. All the dignitaries spoke on how wonderful it was to hold this prestigious
world conference at this great cultural site of the Indian-Bengali Renaissance, the Jorasanko Thakur Bari
(est. 1780) where East met West to usher in the Modern era into India and Asia. In his presidential address
Prof. Amitava Roy highlighted 6 channels of transmissions through which Shakespeare entered Calcutta
and India, how the Bard became a living influence on Tagore and on our Theatre and Educational Culture
and how ultimately Shakespeare entered the bloodstream of the nation and together with Tagore became
our twin inspirers and twin “Vishwa Kavis”.

Held over 4 days, the WSC presented a unique blend of scholarship and cultural performances. This
International Shakespeare and Tagore Scholars Meet generated lively intellectual debates, showcased latest
research, scholarship and comparative critical responses to Shakespeare and Tagore interspersed with
cultural programmes by The Shakespeare Choir comprising Prof. Shreela Roy, Debasish Chatterjee , Pradyut
Ganguly, and Sukla Sen (Tragical and Comical Songs and poetry in Shakespeare and Rabindranath,), Bharat
Natyam and Radha-Krishna Lila by the renowned danseuse Souraja Tagore (Scion of the famous Tagore
family itself), Lady Macbeth in the Sleep-Walking Scene and the Love myths in Indian Dance (presented
solo by the doyenne of Indian artists, Dr. Amita Dutta, Uday Sankar Professor of Dance, RBU), Shakespearean
and Tagorean characters in comparative perspective (by the internationally famed Dr. Lipika Sikder and
Debakalpa Das), Lady Macbeth, a tantric occultist interpretation directed by Amitava Roy with Emily
Nixon, renowned actress from Canada as Lady Macbeth with a cast of 35 student-actors from RBU making
up the chorus of devils, Good Nature and Evil Nature, and a forest of witches.And three French versions of
‘To Be Or Not To Be’ soliloquy and Shakespearean and Tagorean love-duets by the globally acclaimed expert
on French literature and cultureProf. Chinmoy Guha (H-O-D/Eng, University of Calcutta) and Dr. Anasua
Guha (renowned scholar, teacher and actress from Lady Brabourne College)

As Dr. Antony Johae observed at the end: ‘This is the best conference I’ve been to in terms of quality of
papers presented, camaraderie among the participants and the delightful and educational cultural
programmes presented on all the days.’

Dr. Emi Hamama (Japan) and Dr. S.Ramaswamy (USA, India) went on record at the Valedictory to say that
“The unique feature of these Shakespeare Conferences at Kolkata which were first started in the year 2000
is the delightful blend of latest cutting-edge scholarship with hugely enjoyable creative cultural
programmes - a blend of Erudition with Anandam (joy) nowhere else to be found in any of the Conferences
across the globe.”

BOOK RELEASE CEREMONY AT THE 6TH WORLD SHAKESPEARE CONFERENCE AT RBU

Two major publications of the Shekespeare Society were released during the World Coference through a
befitting and dignified ceremony in the Uday Sankar Hall of the heritage site of Jorasanko Campus, RBU.
Theatre International: East West Perspectives on Theatre  Vol.IV containing research into the theory and
praxis of World Drama, published by the internationally renowned Avantgarde Press and partly sponsored
by Shakespeare Centre, RBU was released by the globally renowned theatre Guru Dr. S.Ramaswami, Silliman
Fellow, Yale University,USA. Dr. Ramaswami congratulated the editors Dr. Tapu Biswas and Professors
Dattatreya Dutt.  and Amitava Roy for bringing out “ This unique Journal -cum -Dramabook after a long
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gap due to financial problems and setting it once again on the highway of global theatre…. Theatre
International is an Avantgarde publication which has no peers on the global scene. We have Journals and
books on theatre practice and dramaturgy or on theory, history and academic research. But none like
Theatre International, popularly known as TI, which makes such a profound co-relation between Theory
and Praxis. TI highlights serious investigative research into theatre history, performance, forms and
movements. It brings before us detailed analyses of Productions and documents Work-in-Progress at the
rehearsal stage of the creative process. Through its documentation of Theatre Logs, interviews with the
designers, directors, actors and theatre activists and explorations into the technical dimensions of the
performative process, reports and reviews of workshops, theatre therapy sessions and the use of theatre
in Education it brings the whole world of theatre and drama before us. TI is not limited to Asia, East or
West. It is truly international in its scope and focus building bridges between pedagogy and performance
across the globe from kafka to karnad , Stanisslavski to Badal Sarkar, Gorki to Grotowski.

‘This book should be in every school, college and university  including in all our personal libraries.  For all
those interested and involved in Theater and Life, Theatre International is a must’.

Profs. Antony Johae (UK) and Emi Hamama (Japan) released Dr Tapu Biswas’s in-depth research into Indian
Responses to Western ‘Theatre of The Absurd Vol.I with a foreword by Bryan Renolds, Professor of Drama,
University of California, Irvine (USA) Published by the Shakespeare Society through Avantgard Press Vol.I
is on Harold Printer and Edward Albee. As the distinguished academics and educationists Johae and Hamama
pointed out a vast amount of inspired research and erudition have gone into the making of this pioneering
work on the subcontinent’s response to and  appropriation of Pinter and Albee highlighting the work of
translators, authors, theatre directors and actors, critics, academics , reviewers and intellectuals. This is
a superb trail-blazing book on the dynamics of  intercultural exchange and on Response Theory and
praxis…to bring together so much investigative research and scholarship and present the findings so
attractively is surely a major achievement by this young scholar-teacher from Visva Bharati…. All future
work in this line will have to begin from Dr.Biswas’s unique explorations.

INTERNATIONAL PRODUCTION OF LADY MACBETH ON JORASANKO LOWNS AT RBU( 15TH DEC.2010)

Ms Emily Nixon renowned actress from Canada  was previously at Rabindra Bharati University, Kolkata
during December 2009 when she conducted a Performance Workshop for 55 students belonging to the
Departments of Drama, English, Bengali, and Sanskrit. She worked with Prof Amitava Roy, the
Internationally renowned Director of the Shakespeare Centre for Advanced Research.

This time Ms Nixon returned to Kolkata and RBU to participate in the 6th World Shakespeare Conference.
She conducted a five day actors workshop together with Prof. Amitava Roy from 11 -15 Dec.2010 with 35
students actors and shiksha kormis from various Departments including English, Bengali, Drama and the
Languages Centre and others to finally present scenes from Lady Macbeth, a new interpretation of Macbeth
directed by Prof. Amitava Roy where Emily Nixon played the star part of Lady Macbeth and the student actors
performed as the forest of witches, Chorus of Devils and Chorus of Good and Evil Nature.

The five-day Workshop conducted by Miss Nixon helped impart performance skills and techniques
exploringthe human body, voice, expressive gesture, and associated aspects essentially needed for working
in the theatre. She could draw out treamendous energy and enthusiam from our students and inspired them to
develop their creative potential for the theatre using both verbal and non-verbal methods and techniques. The
Workshop and the Production at the end of it proved such a grand success that the Vice-Chancellor expressed
the desire that the University would very much like her to come again and help train and hone the performance
potentials of our student actors through such intensive Workshop strategies.The play was performed on the
15th afternoon in the open air and in-the-round Jatra-mode  using theoccult traditions of the East to highlight
a Lady Macbeth obsessed by and with the forces of Evil. Over three hundred people watched the performance
and found it to be relevant, novel and immensely powerful.

SOME COMMENTS FROM OUR INTERNATIONAL DELEGATES:

Prof. Emi Hamama from Japan observed that this was “a mind boggling production which should be taken
to Japan and the Western World to show them what kind of creative great work is being done with
Shakespeare from Eastern Perspective by Rabindra Bharati University” Dr. K.R. Rahaman, Vice-Chancellor,
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IBAIS University, Dhaka, was overwhelmed  and remarked “This has opened our eyes and we can see now
Macbeth in a completely different supranatural, occult and political perspective. I have learnt so much from
this Rabindra Bharati Production that I shall go back home to Dhaka and teach Macbeth to my student in a
completely new way using what I have learnt from Prof. Roy, Ms Nixon and the wonderful chorus of 35
actors in this production.

MEMBERS OF THE CORE COMMITTEE OF THE 6TH WORLD SHAKESPEARE CONFERENCE, 2010

Professor Amitava Roy, President,  Rabindra Bharati University; Prof. Subir Dhar, Hony. Gen. Secretary,
Rabindra Bharati University,  Dr. Tapu Biswas, (Asst Prof.  Visva-Bharati University) & Mr. Sujato Ghosh,
(Netaji Nagar Day College), Convenors; Sri Sarit Bandopadhyay (Former Press Secy. to the CM Govt. of
W.B); Prof. Dattatreya Dutt ,  (Rabindra Bharati University);  Prof. Pona Mahanta (Dibrugarh University);
Dr. Papia Mitra (Surendra nath Girls College); Dr. Aparajita Nanda (UCLA at Berkeley); Dr. Lipika Sikdar
(Sakhawat Memorial Government High School);  Dr. Barun Sikdar (Department of Industrial Health,
Government of West Bengal); Sri Sandeep Biswas (RBU);  Prof. Shreela Roy (Tagore Gandhi Institute), Dr.
Debashis Chattopadhyay (Raja Peary Mohan College), Mr. Pradyut Ganguly (Calcutta High Court), Mrs.
Shukla Sen (All Bengal Women’s Conference), In-Charge- Cultural Events.

DELEGATES :  6TH WORLD SHAKESPEARE CONFERENCE, 2010

Antony Johae, Retd. Professor England; Mrs Antony Johae, England; Emi Hamana, Professor, University
of Tsukuba, Japan; Emily Nixon, Canada, Ryerson University; K.R.Rahaman, Vice-Chancellor, IBAIS
University, Dhaka, Bangladesh; Shreyosi Mukherjee, National University of Singapore; S Ramaswami,
Yale U, USA; Anindita Chatterjee, Assistant Professor, Dept.Of English, Taki Government College, West
Bengal; Aparajita Hazra, Senior Lecturer &  Head of the Department of English, Nistarini College, Purulia,
West Bengal; Banibrata Mahanta, Assistant Professor, Department of English, Faculty of Arts, Banaras
Hindu University, Varanasi; Chandam Deb, Associate Professor of English, J.K.College, Purulia,West Bengal;
Deepasree D. Sarkar, Associate Professor, Deptt. of English,Margherita College, Assam; Dipendu Das,

Reader & Head, Department of English, Assam University, Silchar;  G.A. Ghanshyam, Head, Dept. of
English, Govt. M.L. Shukla College, Seepat, Bilaspur (C.G.) India; Goutam Ghosal, Professor of English,
Visva-Bharati,  Santiniketan, West Bengal; Hardeepsinh R. Gohil, Lecturer in English, Dr Babasaheb
Ambedkar Open Uni., Ahmedabad; Indrajit Chattopadhyay, Assistant Professor in English, Balurghat
College, Dakshin Dinajpur, West Bengal; Indrani Das, Reader in Italian, Department of English and MEL,
Viswa Bharati, Santiniketan; Indrani Deb, Principal, Nistarini College, Purulia, West Bengal; Joyashri
Choudhury, Head, Department of  English, Khagarijan College, Nagaon, Assam; Lipika Das, Sr Lecturer,
English, IIIT Bhubaneswar, India; M. Prabhakar, Assistant Professor of English, Kakatiya University,
Warangal, Andhra Pradesh,  India; Meeta Ajay Khanna, Asstt. Professor, C. M. D. P. G. College, Bilaspur
(C.G); Ms. Koyel Chakrabarty, Senior Lecturer, Ansal Institute of Technology, Gurgaon, Haryana, India;
Namrata Dey Roy, Lecturer in English, Susil Kar College, Champahati, West Bengal; Nikhil Kumar, Reader,

Univ. Dept. of English, V.K.S. University, Arrah (Bihar); Nishi Pulugurtha, Brahmananda Keshab Chandra
College, Kolkata, India; Pinaki Roy, Assistant Professor of English, Malda College, West Bengal; Prakash
Joshi, Associate Professor, Dept. of English & MEL; Banasthali University, Banasthali; Prantik Banerjee,
Associate Professor, Dept. of English, Hislop College, Nagpur; Purnendu Chatterjee, Asstt-Master, Hooghly
Collegiate School, West Bengal; R. K. Satpute, Retired Principal, Pune, Maharastra, India; Rajan Joseph
Barrett, Department of  English,  M.S. University, Baroda,Vadodara;  Satyamvada Singh, Associate Professor
& Head, Deptt. Of English, C.M.P. College, University of Allahabad; Saumitra Chakravarty, Bangalore; Sayali
Godbole, Faculty Member, English, Tilak Maharashtra University; Shahida Khan, Ph.D Scholar, National
Institute of Technology Rourkela, Orissa; Sharmistha Chatterjee (Sriwastav), Asstt. Professor in English,
Rishi Bankim Chandra College for Women, Naihati; Sudeshna Chakravorty, Head, Dept of English, Susil
Kar College, Champahati , West Bengal; Sukla Basu (Sen), Professor of English, Visva-Bharati,  Santiniketan,
West Bengal; Sunita Sinha, Department of English, Women’s College Samastipur, Bihar; Vipan Pal Singh,
Lecturer in English, Govt. Brijindra College, Faridkot, Punjab;
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1. OM Prakash Pandey
Teacher in English,
Eastern English School (PVT) Ltd.
"Green View" Ramnagari Sector-I,
P.O. Ashiyana Nagar, Patna-800025

2. Indranil Sarkar
Selection Grade Lecturer in English
Sapatgram College, Sapatgram
P.O. Sapatgram, Dt. Dhubri, Assam-783337

3. Vijayalekshmi Ramachandran Nair*
Assistant Professor of English,
Central University of Karnataka,
Campus, Gulbarga-585106

New Members
* Life Member

The proceedings of 6th World Shakespeare Conference will be published as special Shakespeare
Numbers of Theatre International. The participants are requested to submit (if not already sent)
Manuscript of papers presented,  in word format, following  MLA stylesheet by 15st Feb, 2011.

Publication of Prof. Jyoti Bhattacharyay’s King Lear: a compendium of  the Masters annotations,
explanations, line by line commentaries as presented in his classes Edited and Compiled by Dr.
Indrani Deb (Principal, Nistarini College Purulia) from her extensive running class notes. A
unique event in the World of Shakespeare Publications!!! to be released on the occasion of
Shakespeare Birthday Celebration April-May 2011.

Like every year the Shakespeare Society of Eastern India is going to observe the BirthDay
celebration of the Bard thoughout the State and the Nation during the last week of April 2011.

NEWS FLASH
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4. Suja Roy Abraham
648, V/4 Abraham House,
Green Land-A, Nachnae Road,
RantaGiri- 415612

5. Asit Ranjan Dasgupta
Retd College Teacher
57/14 N.S.C.Bose Road
(18 Neheru Colony),
Tollygunje, Kolkata-700040

Apart from the active & executive members of the society the contribution of the following
dignitories is gratefully acknowledged.
Prof. Manju Duttagupta, Mr. D. P. Jana, Sri Sarit Bandyopadhyay, Ms. Sukla Basu Sen, Ms.
Subrata Sen, Dr. Papia Mitra, Dr. Barun Kr. Sikdar, Sri Ganesh Haldar, Prof. Nirmal Banerjee,
Prof. Sourin Guha.  We would like to express our deep appreciation and sincere gratitude to
Prof KarunaSindhu Das, Vice-Chancellor, RBU without whose constant help, encouragement
and suggestions, we would not have been able to organise this World Shakespeare Conference.
We do not have adequate words to spell out indebtedness to Kolkata Police and West Bengal
Police Band who ungrudgingly found time, amdist their busy schedules to lead the International
Shakespeare Walk held on 11th December 2010 in Kolkata’s street.
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